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STATE-ELECTION COh_d.MISSlON'

No. SEC.{095/CR-2595/PR,

New Administrative. Building,

Opp. Maniralaya, Madam Cama Road, Bombay 400032,
Dated 2|5t January 1995,

Tn

The Commissioners.
1Al Revenue Divisions),

The Municipal Commissioner,

o 1Al Muanicipal Cnrpnrat:ons}

The Collector,
- { Al Districis),

The Chief Executive Officer,
{All Zilln Parishads).

‘Sub.—~Elections 1o the Panchayats and the Ml.micipalilies-—

Pn!mnon of deficement of property and for matters connected tlu:rewuh or
mcldems therelo 1 .

TheGovernor of Mlhmaﬁltmhaspmmlmul an Oﬂirlance, bemgMaharaht ra Ofdmance No. tof 1995,
to provide for pmmnm of defacemert of property and for matters connected. therewith or incidental theraw,
This Orditiantce has been published in.the Maharashtra Government Gazette, Eiuraordmnry Pon 1V,
daladlhe lmhlanuaryimntpamlt i .

2 lLis common knowledge thar political parties/associstions/bodies ur candidates or their wurkers,
- supporters or sympathisers indulge in defacing or speiling private or public preperty ircluding butldings-hy
pasting of posters, writing of slogans, painting of symbols, erecting flagstaffs, suspending hanners, elc,
Endulyence in such undesirble activities, withour written permission of the awner of the buliding. whether
private ar public, by such pany/association/body/candidate/person. calls for action such as prosecution or”
utherwise bemng procoeded againgt under thc law. All such acts of defacoment of preperty indulged m by
pelitical punies/ associations/bodies oc pesons wheiher diring the glection period o nen-election period coll
. fow such action as mentloned above. The Taws in retation to the Panchayati Raj institutions and the Municipal
* Corporatiuns.or Municipal Councils do pot adequately provu:lc for appropriaie action ngamst such purty or
" parsons and as the.Government has observed that there is increasing lendency of dcfacmg pnv-m: or publiv
frupertics for personal purpose and adviertisement, atc. without obtaiing TECESSUrY Permission fm- the same
lrum the lucal authority ¢oncerned. the sbovementioried Ordindnce has heen promulgated. :

3 TheOnlinance defines theaxpmsslms ad\mmsement ~* defacement ~. " placwpeu 10 publie view .
DUHIL place ~ as undcr-—

fer) advertisement means any prmled cyclostylud typed or written notice. document pApEr on any oiher
thing containing any letter, werd. picture. sign or visible fepresentation :

(5} * defacement mcluda tmpairing orimserfening withibe appearance ofbeamy,danapug dtsﬁgurmg
spoiling or injuring in any way whatsoever and the word ™ dafoce ™ shall be construed accordingly

- {1 ploce open 1o public view ™ includex nny private place ar huslding monoment. statue post. wall. fenve '
o contrivance, visible to 2 person being in. or passing along, any public place ; .

teh " pubtic place ~ means any place {including a road. streer, or way whether,a throughfare or ant and
4 landing place) to which the publec are gmued access or havc 2 r:ght fo-resort o aver which they have a
right to pass. .

The nffence for defaving property is panishoble with i 1mpnsonmcm for a peried which may extent to three
maonths or with fine whlch may extend to-two thousand mpeas ar with hoth..
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The provisions of the Ordinance do not apply 1o any advertisement exhibitedwith the written permission of
the locul authority; or exhibited in the window of any building in refation to irade, profession or business carried
on within the fand or building upon or over which such: advertisement is exhibited or to-any sale or to lewing
ulsuch land or building or any effects therein; or advertisement of any sale, antertainment or mesting to be held
an or upon or in the sare; or advertisement to businiess of millway administration.

The offence punishable under the Ordinance is cognizable. Under the provisions of the Ordinance, the State
Government is erapowered i frec the property from any defacemeat, or to erase any writing of romove any
crection or fixation from any place open (6 public view zud the expenditore incurred in doing so shall be
© revoverable from the person guilty of such offence. .

The provisons of this special law which has been enacted through this Osdinance would now be available
for chevking and preventing defacement of property mare particularly when resorted to during or about the
period of elections (o the Panchaymis and the Municipalities, I '

The copy of this Ordinance can be had from the relevant gazeita pointed out above, and, with a view 1o
checking or preventing defacement of private and public propesty, the nuthorities in the field shall nodoubt bring
the provisions thereof ta the notice of the Officers and employess who would be dealing with election matters
in respect of slections to the Panchayats and the Mimicipalties. ' '

D. N. CHAUDHARL,
State Election Commissionsr,
' Maherashira. -
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